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Welcome to Shirehampton Primary School's Special Educational Needs and 

Disabilities (SEND) Information Report. 

This report sets out how we identify, assess and support pupils with SEND at our school. It explains 

the provision we offer, how we work with families and external agencies, and how we ensure 

every child can achieve their full potential. 

How to use this report 

This report should be read alongside: 

• SEND Code of Practice (2015)  

• Children and Families Act (2014)  

• Equality Act (2010)  

• Bristol’s Graduated Response Guidance (2024 - 2028) 

• Our SEND Policy: which sets out our overall approach and responsibilities, available on our 

website 

• Our Accessibility Plan: which explains how we ensure our school is accessible to all pupils, 

available on our website 

• Bristol City Council's Local Offer – which provides information about SEND services and 

support available across Bristol https://www.bristol.gov.uk/bristol-local-offer  

Together, these documents provide a complete picture of SEND provision at Shirehampton 

Primary School and the wider support available to children and families in our area. 

Our vision for inclusion 

At Shirehampton Primary School, inclusion is central to everything we do. Every child is valued, 

included and supported to succeed. We are committed to creating a school where every 

child feels safe, respected and able to participate fully in all aspects of school life. 

We recognise that every child is unique, with their own strengths, interests and needs. Children 

learn in different ways and may require different levels of support throughout their education. 

Rather than focusing solely on a diagnosis or label, we take time to truly understand each 

individual child – their strengths, interests and barriers to learning. This enables us to provide 

support that is personalised, responsive and focused on developing independence. 

We believe that effective SEND support starts with understanding the whole child. Through high-

quality adaptive teaching, strong relationships with pupils and families, and timely intervention, 

we provide the right support at the right time. Our aim is to enable every child to thrive 

academically, socially and emotionally. 

High-quality adaptive teaching forms the foundation of our provision for all pupils. Where 

additional support is required, this is carefully planned through our graduated approach 

(Assess, Plan, Do, Review) and reviewed regularly in partnership with pupils, families and 

external professionals where appropriate. 

Current SEN Data 

SEN Support (K) EHCP (E) 

21% 4.8% 

 

https://www.shirehamptonprimaryschool.org/Inclusion/SEN-and-Inclusion-Policy/
https://www.shirehamptonprimaryschool.org/Inclusion/SEN-and-Inclusion-Policy/
https://www.shirehamptonprimaryschool.org/Inclusion/Single-Equality-Scheme/
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/bristol-local-offer


What kinds of SEND are provided for? 

At Shirehampton Primary School, we support pupils with a wide range of Special Educational 

Needs and Disabilities. The SEND Code of Practice identifies four broad areas of need. These 

help us to understand and plan for pupils' needs, although we recognise that every child is an 

individual and may have needs across more than one area. 

Communication and Interaction 

Children may experience difficulties with speech, language and communication, 

understanding or using language, social communication or interaction. This may include 

children with Speech, Language and Communication 

Needs (SLCN) or autism. 

Cognition and Learning 

Children may experience difficulties with learning, 

memory, processing information or acquiring new skills. 

This may include moderate learning difficulties or 

specific learning difficulties such as dyslexia or 

dyscalculia. 

Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) 

Children may experience difficulties with emotional 

regulation, anxiety, attention and concentration, 

relationships or other aspects of their social and 

emotional wellbeing. This may include children with 

ADHD or other needs that affect their engagement 

with learning and school life. 

Sensory and/or Physical Needs 

Children may have a physical disability, visual or 

hearing impairment, sensory processing differences or 

other physical or sensory needs that affect their access 

to learning or the school environment. 

We recognise that these four broad areas are a starting point for understanding need rather 

than labels that define a child. Our support is always based on knowing the individual pupil—

their strengths, interests, needs and barriers to learning—and identifying the provision that will 

help them make progress and develop independence. 
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Miss Louise Vesely-Shore MBE  Mrs Sarah Wagland 

SEND Link Governor    Attendance and Pastoral Lead 

Parents and carers are encouraged to contact the class teacher in the first instance if they 

have concerns about their child's learning, development or wellbeing. The SENDCo is always 

happy to discuss any concerns and can be contacted through the school office. 

Who should I speak to if I think my child may have a Special Educational Need 

or Disability (SEND)? 

We pride ourselves on building positive relationships with parents and carers and encourage 

open and honest communication. If you have concerns about your child's learning, progress, 

development or wellbeing, your child's Class Teacher should always be your first point of 

contact. They know your child best within the classroom and will be able to discuss how they 

are learning, the support already in place and any concerns you may have. 

If concerns continue, or your child is not making the progress expected despite appropriate 

support and adaptations, the Class Teacher may involve the SENDCo to consider whether 

further assessment, observation or additional provision is needed. 

Miss Amy McNamee, our Deputy Headteacher and SENDCo, is responsible for coordinating 

SEND provision across the school, supporting staff to identify and meet pupils' needs, overseeing 

the SEND Register and working with families and external professionals where appropriate. 

You can contact Miss McNamee through the school office: 

Telephone: 0117 903 1447 

Email: shirehamptonp@bristol-schools.uk 

You do not need to wait for a diagnosis before speaking to us or before support can be 

put in place. Early conversations help us to understand concerns and consider the right 

support for your child. 



How do we identify children with SEND? 

 

Children's needs may become apparent at different stages of their education. Early 

identification enables us to provide appropriate support as soon as possible. 

Potential SEND may be identified through: 

• teacher observations and ongoing assessment;  

• discussions with parents and carers;  

• information from previous settings or schools;  

• pupil progress and attainment;  

• attendance, wellbeing or behaviour;  

• advice from external professionals; and  

• discussions with the pupil.  

Where concerns are identified, the class teacher will discuss these with the SENDCo and 

parents or carers. Together, we will decide whether additional assessment, observations, 

support or advice is required. 

We recognise that slow progress alone does not necessarily mean a child has SEND. Decisions 

are based on a range of evidence and a thorough understanding of each child's individual 

needs. 

How are parents involved? 

We believe that parents and carers know their children best and are 

essential partners in achieving positive outcomes.  

We encourage parents to share concerns as early as possible and 

work collaboratively throughout the graduated approach. Parents are 

involved in planning, reviewing and evaluating SEND provision and 

are invited to contribute their views during review meetings. 

Parents of pupils receiving SEND Support will have regular 

opportunities to discuss progress with the class teacher and SENDCo. 

Where a child has an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), 

parents are invited to attend the Annual Review and contribute to 

decisions about future provision. 

We value open and honest communication and aim to work alongside families to ensure that 

every child receives appropriate support. 



How do we involve pupils? 

Pupil voice is an important part of our approach to SEND. 

We encourage children to share their views, identify what helps them to learn and contribute to 

decisions about their support wherever appropriate. The way children participate will depend 

upon their age, stage of development and individual communication needs. 

Children may contribute by: 

• discussing their strengths and interests;  

• identifying areas they find difficult;  

• contributing to targets and outcomes;  

• attending review meetings where appropriate; and  

• sharing their views about the support they receive.  

We recognise that not all children communicate in the same way and use a range of 

approaches to ensure that every child has the opportunity to express their views. 

How do we assess and review the progress of pupils with SEND? 

We have high expectations for every child and carefully monitor the 

progress of all pupils throughout their time at Shirehampton Primary 

School. Class teachers continually assess pupils through day-to-day 

teaching, observations and formal assessment. This enables us to 

identify any barriers to learning at an early stage and adapt support 

where necessary. 

For pupils receiving SEND Support, progress is reviewed through our 

graduated approach using the Assess, Plan, Do, Review cycle. 

Individual Education Plans (IEPs) identify the outcomes we are 

working towards, the provision in place and how progress will be 

measured. IEPs are reviewed three times a year in partnership with 

parents and, where appropriate, the pupil. 

 

Where a pupil has an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), a formal Annual Review is held 

each year. This brings together parents, school staff and relevant professionals to review 

progress towards agreed outcomes, evaluate the effectiveness of provision and plan the next 

steps. 

The impact of SEND provision is monitored through: 

• ongoing teacher assessment;  

• pupil progress meetings;  

• review of IEP outcomes;  

• pupil voice;  

• parent feedback;  

• intervention evaluations; and  

• advice from external professionals where appropriate.  

Where support is not having the intended impact, we review and adapt provision to ensure it 

continues to meet the child's needs. 



What support can my child expect if they have SEND? 

At Shirehampton Primary School, we believe that every child should receive the level of support 

they need to achieve success whilst developing independence and confidence. 

Support is provided through a graduated approach and is matched to each child's individual 

needs. The level of support may change over time as children develop and make progress. 

Universal Provision 

Every child benefits from high-quality adaptive teaching within the classroom. Teachers make 

reasonable adjustments to lessons, resources and the learning environment to ensure that all 

pupils can access learning successfully. 

This includes strategies such as adapted teaching, visual supports, flexible grouping, scaffolded 

learning, sensory adjustments and the use of assistive resources where appropriate. 

Our Universal Provision is outlined in our SEND at Shirehampton guidance, which is implemented 

consistently across the school. 

Targeted Provision 

Where additional support is required, pupils may receive targeted provision alongside high-

quality classroom teaching. 

This may include: 

• small group targeted interventions;  

• individual interventions;  

• pre-teaching or overlearning;  

• social, emotional and mental health support;  

• communication and language programmes;  

• literacy or numeracy interventions;  

• sensory support; and  

• personalised outcomes through an Individual Education Plan (IEP).  

Provision is carefully matched to the child's needs and reviewed regularly to ensure that it is 

having a positive impact. 

Specialist Provision 

Some pupils require more personalised support. This may involve advice or direct involvement 

from external professionals such as Speech and Language Therapists, Educational Psychologists 

or Occupational Therapists. 

Where appropriate, pupils may have an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), which sets 

out the provision required to meet their needs. 

What adaptations are made to the curriculum and learning environment? 

We are committed to ensuring that every pupil can access a broad, balanced and ambitious 

curriculum. 

Teachers adapt their teaching to meet the needs of individual pupils rather than expecting 

pupils to fit one way of learning. Adaptations are carefully planned to remove barriers while 

maintaining high expectations for learning. 

Depending on individual need, adaptations may include: 



• adapted teaching approaches;  

• visual timetables and visual supports;  

• Now and Next boards;  

• flexible seating or workstations;  

• adapted resources and recording methods;  

• assistive technology;  

• movement or sensory breaks;  

• scaffolded learning;  

• additional processing time;  

• pre-teaching and overlearning;  

• adult support where appropriate; and  

• reasonable adjustments to the learning environment.  

Adaptations are reviewed regularly to ensure they continue to meet the needs of the child 

while promoting increasing independence 

 

What expertise do staff have to support pupils with SEND? 

We believe that every teacher is a teacher of pupils with SEND and that all staff play an 

important role in creating an inclusive learning environment. 

Staff development is planned in response to the changing needs of pupils within our school and 

our wider whole-school priorities. Staff are supported through professional development, 

SENDCo advice and coaching, and guidance from external professionals where appropriate. 

Areas of training may include: 

• adaptive teaching;  

• autism;  

• speech, language and communication;  

• social, emotional and mental health;  

• trauma-informed practice;  

• dyslexia and specific learning difficulties;  

• sensory processing;  

• positive behaviour support;  

• Team Teach;  

• safeguarding; and  



• medical needs.  

The SENDCo provides ongoing advice, coaching and support for staff and works closely with 

external professionals to continually develop inclusive practice across the school. 

How do we work with external agencies? 

We recognise that some children require support beyond the expertise available within school. 

When appropriate, we work closely with a range of external professionals to ensure that pupils 

receive the right support at the right time. 

Referrals to external agencies are always discussed with parents or carers beforehand, and 

consent will be sought where required. Advice from external professionals helps us to develop a 

greater understanding of a child's strengths and needs and informs the support we provide in 

school. 

Depending on individual need, we may work with services including: 

• Educational Psychology Service (EP)  

• Speech and Language Therapy (SALT)  

• Occupational Therapy (OT)  

• Physiotherapy  

• Bristol Autism Team (BAT)  

• Primary Mental Health Specialists (PMHS)  

• Education Mental Health Practitioners (EMHP)  

• Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS)  

• School Nursing Service  

• Sensory Support Service (Hearing and Vision)  

• Early Help  

• Social Care  

• Virtual School (for Children in Care)  

• Paediatricians and other medical professionals  

We value multi-agency working and maintain regular communication with professionals 

involved in supporting our pupils to ensure that provision remains coordinated and effective. 

How do we support children in care with SEND? 

At Shirehampton Primary School, we recognise that children in care may require carefully 

coordinated support to ensure that their 

educational, social and emotional needs are 

understood and met. 

Mr Richard Lohan is our Designated Teacher for 

Children in Care. He works closely with the SENDCo, 

Class Teachers, social workers, carers and The HOPE 

Virtual School to ensure that children receive 

appropriate support and that their individual needs remain central to planning and decision-

making. 

Where a child in care also has SEND, the Designated Teacher and SENDCo work closely 

together to ensure that SEND provision, Personal Education Plans (PEPs) and, where applicable, 

Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs) are aligned. This helps to provide a consistent and 

joined-up approach to supporting the child's learning, wellbeing, progress and future 

aspirations. 



How do we support pupils' social, emotional and mental health? 

Children's emotional wellbeing is fundamental to successful learning. We are committed to 

creating a nurturing and inclusive environment where every child feels safe, valued and able to 

succeed. 

Our whole-school approach promotes positive relationships, emotional wellbeing and resilience 

through high-quality teaching, pastoral support and a culture of belonging. 

Where additional support is required, this may include: 

• regular check-ins with trusted adults;  

• social and emotional interventions;  

• Forest School; 

• nurture provision;  

• sensory regulation strategies;  

• support from Learning Mentors;  

• pastoral support;  

• personalised behaviour support plans where appropriate; and  

• referrals to external professionals where required.  

Our Canberra Specialist Inclusion Base provides specialist support for pupils with Social, 

Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) needs, enabling pupils to access highly personalised 

provision alongside meaningful opportunities for inclusion within the wider school community. 

We work closely with families to ensure that emotional wellbeing is supported both at home 

and at school. 

How do we support transition? 

We understand that transition can be an exciting but sometimes challenging time, particularly 

for children with SEND. We work closely with families, previous settings, receiving schools and 

external professionals to ensure that transitions are carefully planned and personalised. 

Transition arrangements may include: 

• visits to new classrooms;  

• additional transition visits where appropriate;  

• transition booklets and visual supports;  

• meetings with parents and carers;  

• information sharing between staff and settings;  

• social stories; 

• visits from receiving schools; and  

• personalised transition plans for pupils who require enhanced support.  

We carefully support transitions into Nursery and Reception, between year groups, into our 

Canberra Specialist Inclusion Base where appropriate, and from Year 6 to secondary school. 

Our aim is to ensure that every child feels confident, prepared and well supported during 

periods of change. 

Canberra Specialist Inclusion Base 

Shirehampton Primary School is proud to host the Canberra Specialist Resource Base, which 

provides specialist provision for 12 pupils with an EHCP whose primary need is Social, Emotional 

and Mental Health (SEMH). 



The Specialist Inclusion Base offers a highly structured, nurturing environment with personalised 

support designed to meet pupils' individual needs while promoting increasing independence, 

emotional regulation and readiness to learn. 

Pupils remain valued members of the wider school community and access mainstream learning 

and wider school experiences wherever appropriate. Decisions regarding inclusion are 

carefully planned around each child's individual needs and reviewed regularly. 

The Inclusion Base works closely with families, the Local Authority and external professionals to 

ensure that provision remains responsive and effective. 

How accessible is our school? 

We are committed to ensuring that all pupils can access learning and participate fully in school 

life. 

Reasonable adjustments are made to teaching, resources and the learning environment to 

reduce barriers to learning and participation wherever appropriate. 

Our school site includes: 

• accessible classrooms;  

• disabled toilet facilities;  

• accessible entrances;  

• adapted learning resources where required;  

• specialist equipment where appropriate; and  

• personalised adaptations to meet individual needs.  

Further information can be found within the school's Accessibility Plan, which is available on our 

website. 

What should I do if I have concerns about my child's SEND provision? 

We value positive relationships with families and encourage parents and carers to discuss any 

concerns as early as possible so that we can work together to resolve them. 

In the first instance, concerns should be discussed with your child's: 

1. Class Teacher  

2. SENDCo  

3. Headteacher  

Most concerns can be resolved quickly through open communication and collaborative 

working. 

If concerns remain unresolved, parents and carers may follow the school's Complaints Policy, 

which is available on the school website 

(https://www.shirehamptonprimaryschool.org/Policies/) .  

💡 Top Tip  

Early conversations make the biggest difference. Please contact us as soon as you have a 

concern. 

Independent advice and support is also available through SEND and You (SENDIASS), who 

provide impartial information, advice and guidance for families of children with SEND. 

https://www.shirehamptonprimaryschool.org/Inclusion/Single-Equality-Scheme/
https://www.shirehamptonprimaryschool.org/Inclusion/Single-Equality-Scheme/
https://www.shirehamptonprimaryschool.org/Policies/


Further information and useful Contacts 

Shirehampton Primary School 

☎ 0117 903 1447 

✉ shirehamptonp@bristol-schools.uk 

🌐 School Website: www.shirehamptonprimaryschool.org  

SEND And You provide the information, advice and support service for Children and Young 

People with Special Educational Needs/ Disabilities and their families in Bristol, South 

Gloucestershire and North Somerset (SENDIASS). 
 

They are a free, confidential and impartial service. https://www.sendandyou.org.uk/  

 

You can contact them by contact form: https://www.sendandyou.org.uk/contact-us/  

 

By telephone: 0117 9926009 

 

Or by email: support@sendandyou.org.uk  

 

Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs) 

Information about Education, Health and Care Needs Assessments and Education, Health and 

Care Plans can be found through Bristol City Council. https://www.bristol.gov.uk/bristol-local-

offer/education/education-health-and-care-plans/ask-for-an-ehc-needs-assessment  

Accessibility Plan 

Our Accessibility Plan, SEND Policy and other related policies are available on the school 

website. 

 

 
At Shirehampton Primary School, we are committed to ensuring that every child is 

known, valued and supported to achieve their full potential. 

We believe that the most effective SEND provision begins with understanding the 

individual child and working in partnership with families to provide the right support, 

at the right time. By maintaining high expectations, removing barriers to learning 

and celebrating every child's strengths, we aim to ensure that all pupils feel 

included, develop confidence and leave us well prepared for the next stage of 

their education. 

 

http://www.shirehamptonprimaryschool.org/
https://www.sendandyou.org.uk/
https://www.sendandyou.org.uk/contact-us/
mailto:support@sendandyou.org.uk
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/bristol-local-offer/education/education-health-and-care-plans/ask-for-an-ehc-needs-assessment
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/bristol-local-offer/education/education-health-and-care-plans/ask-for-an-ehc-needs-assessment
https://www.shirehamptonprimaryschool.org/
https://www.shirehamptonprimaryschool.org/

